
Ira G. Ross Eye Institute Presents: 

 

Eye to Eye  

 Message from the Director: 

 
This issue continues to educate our supporters on our mission based activities.  Our joint project, Lions 

SEE, Inc. is pursuing its goal of saving childrenôs sight throughout New York State.  The Vision Beyond 

Sight Foundation, Inc.  has recently received a $75,000 challenge grant from Lions Clubs International 

to support the Ross Eye services.  Our spotlight is on Dr. Airaj Fasiuddin,  an impeccably trained Pedi-

atric Ophthalmologist bringing new services to the Ross. 

 

The reason we have such dedicated supporters and staff is our mission.  We all know our mission is 

 excellence in patient care, education, and research.   Next quarterôs edition will focus on our research.  Everyone under-

stands this mission that science is expensive to conduct and philanthropy is key to scientific advancement.  But why is 

philanthropy part of patient care?  Why canôt patient revenues support patient care expenses at the Ross?  Before I an-

swer this, I hope you will conduct your own scientific survey at your next opportunity.  Ask your own doctor this ques-

tion.  ñDoctor, do you take Medicaid patients?ò   ñDo you see patients with no insurance?ò    The answers will be inter-

esting. 

 

Our goal is to have the best doctors and the best equipment possible to provide care to rich and poor alike.  But this level 

of talent and technology is expensive.  Providing such expensive care to the well insured is profitable.  Providing it for the 

under insured is not.  We could turn our backs on such unprofitable care, we could provide a lower level of care, or we 

can bridge that gap with the generous philanthropic donations of our supporters.  In 2008, 49% of the patients seen at 

the Ross Eye Institute were under insured.  Yet they were treated by the same doctors utilizing the same state - of - the - 

art  equipment.  There is no business plan that can be successful when expenses exceed revenues.  If we are to fulfill our 

mission of excellence in patient care for all, then your continued support is essential. 

 

Together we can succeed and our motto remains-ñ the more you know about us, the more we succeed.ò 

 
 

 

Spring 2009 

Patients at the Ross Eye Institute 

 

Total number of visits: 12,343 

Total patients Seen:   6.403 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

Vision Beyond Sight Foundation, Inc.  

www.visionbeyondsightfoundation.org 
 

 

 

 

Lions Vision Beyond Sight Foundation to Fund New Equipment 
 LCIF Awards $75,000 Grant 

 

The Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) announced the approval of a $75,000 grant to benefit the Lions Diagnos-

tic Imaging Center at the Ira G. Ross Eye Institute.  Lions District Governor Jim Muscoreil said that this grant will be 

combined with other donations to help fund the $156,000 Technology Improvement Project at the center. 

 

The Lions of Western New York can rightfully be proud that their commitment to the Ross Eye Institute was a major fac-

tor in the grant approval.  The Ross Eye Institute has already been successful in attracting scientists to New York State.  

Now, Lions foundation funds are also being funneled here to support this state-of-the-art facility.  As a result, more people 

will be able to avoid or contain future vision problems. 

 

Peter Buch, who runs the Lions Diagnostic Imaging Center, explained that there are three major components of the Tech-

nology Improvement Project:  (1) A new Zeiss Cirrus OCT for high definition images of the eye, (2) an upgrade to the Es-

calon Medical Imaging System, and (3) a computer system for storing and retrieving medical images and files.  Funds have 

already been advanced for the purchase of the Zeiss Cirrus OCT.  It is hoped that the remaining funds can be raised 

quickly to put the rest of the technology to work later this year. 

 

The terms of the $75,000 LCIF matching-fund grant require that Lions and their supporters raise the remaining $81,000.  

Help us earn that $75,000 by making your contribution today.  Please make your check payable to ñVision Beyond Sight 

Foundation, Inc.ò, PO Box 524, Lancaster, NY 14086.  VBSF is a 501(c)(3) organization and your contribution may be tax 

deductible. 

 

We need your help now more than ever.  Contributions in any amount now will now count toward the matching grant.  

Please donôt let the opportunity for matching funds slip away. 

 

On behalf of the unnamed people who will receive treatment or otherwise benefit from this technology, thank you to all the 

Lions Clubs, Lions, and individual donors for your support.  And thanks to the Lions Clubs International Foundation for 

their support of this important project.  

 

ñNeighbors for Sightò is a Lions-to-neighbor letter-writing campaign that can be run by Lions Clubs or even by individual 

Lions.  Funds raised through these efforts would also be matched by the grant.   Any Lion can participate by obtaining a 

Neighbors-for -Sight kit, and mailing or delivering letters to their neighbors and friends.  To obtain your Neighbors for 

Sight kit, please contact Lion Rick Jachimiak at rjachimiak@gmail.com or 655-2795. 

 

  

 
Imaging:   Total number of visits:      2,605 

       Total patients seen:    1,904 

 

Director of the Lions Diagnostic Imaging Center, Peter Buch  

mailto:rjachimiak@gmail.com

