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Eye to Eye

...Is a newsletter highlighting the accomplishments and

activities of the vision campus composed of the Ira G

Ross Eye Institute and the Olmsted Center for tharar
Visually impaired. This unique collaborative effort[§j )
brings together the talent, programs, and equipmen_
that provide services, treatment, and research for thEE S
visually impaired.

Eye To Eye has become a reality in Buffalo NY.
In this inaugural issue, we introduce some of the partners
in this collaborative effort.

Ira G. Ross Eye Institute

The Ross Eye Institute is a unique and nationally innovative program of the Department of Ophthal-
mology of the University at Buffalo School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, collaborating with
the Elizabeth Pierce Olmsted, M.D. Center for the Visually Impaired, University Ophthalmology
Services, and the Lions Clubs. Envisioned as the premier research, ophthalmologic education and
subspecialty eye care program in Western New York, this Institute includes a nationally unique state
-of-art, university and human services linked campus that will provide a continuum of integrated
prevention, treatment and rehabilitation services to individuals of all ages in need of holistic vision
care; as well as, new research facilities at the medical school.

The Ross Eye Institute is a true Center of Excellence that
includes:

+ Comprehensive prevention services that include community
education of medical providers and clients, early medical inter-
vention, and screening programs.

From 11/01/2007 (opening
of REI) thru 08/31/2008 :

Patients seen: 3,687 + World -class research aimed at understanding and eliminating

Visits: 5,947 eye disease and the disability that comes with vision loss.
Total Patient Encounters:
8,319 + Stateof-the-art diagnostic and treatment services of all medi-
. cal and surgical diseases of the eye and visual system.
Surgical seen: 751
V_|I_S|ts:| Suraical E948 + Assessment, intervention, rehabilitation, education, employ-
B! ur%lczam MEeMALElE ment and human services for individuals of all ages at all levels of

visual impairment in collaboration with the Olmsted Center for
the Visually Impaired.

¢ Superior education to medical students, resident physicians,
graduate students, postoctoral fellows, community physicians
of all types, and allied health and social workers.




fan LIONS DIAGNOSTIC l Lions Diagnostic and Imaging Center

FIMAGING CENTER l

Located at the Ross Eye Institute, the
Lions Diagnostic Center provides state of the a
vision diagnostic and research equipment. T
Lions Clubs are committed to being knights o}
the blind, so this endeavor is a perfect fit. Th
Lions Clubs of Western New York have commit
ted to raising the funds necessary to purchas
this equipment, which would otherwise be lack
ing in this region.

Vision Beyond Sight Foundation, Inc.

- www.visionbeyondsightfoundation.org

¢ W The Vision Beyond Sight Foundation is the fundraising arm of the

*.| Lions Diagnostic and Imaging Center. Formed as a 501(c)(3)

>~ organization, it also serves to coordinate the efforts of volunteers from

y the Lions Clubs of Western New York. The Lions Clubs have committed
to raising $400,000, and are currently about halfway towards that goal.

Many of the Lions Clubs are currently raising additional funds for the

center through the ANeighbors for Sighto
Western New York, through their individual members are sending

letters to their neighbors and friends, sharing information about the

vision campus and asking for their financial support. A unique

feature of this campaign is that all postage, printing, and supplies

have been donated, insuring that 100% of each contribution will go to

the Vision Beyond Sight Foundation for the benefit of the Lions Diagnostic Center.
Lions can obtain their own Neighbors for Sight kit, with everything they need to
complete their campaign by contacting Lion Rick Jachimiak at (716) 652795,

or by sending an email to RJachimiak@gmail.com .



Lions SEE, Inc.

The Lions SEE (Screening Eyes Early)

program is also housed at the Ross Eye

Institute. It is the headquarters for a statewide effort to provide vision screening for
preschool children through specialized equipment. Through these efforts many
preschool children can start receiving treatment for preventable vision problems
before they become more evident.
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Amblyopia is the leading cause of monocular blindness (blindness in one eye)
It is a permanent loss of vision in one eye

It can develop as a result of different information coming from the two eyes
It can be successfully prevented if the factors that cause it are detected and

treated early

Photoscreener (MTI) O The

Director of the Valhalla
United Methodist Church Nursery

School, informed me that we saved
the eyesight of one of the kids that

was referred.

The mother told the director that the
ophthalmologist told her that the
child would have permanently lost

the sight of one eye if it had gone
undetected for a few more months.
That really justifies the pride we all
have in the program, doeéEllmmtmd

Welch/Allyn SureSight

#Knowl edge is love and)\light and JO&m@e nformation Call:
Helen Keller S

(716) 8817915




